
Recognition Committee of the Virginia Council on Indians: Draft Minutes 
February 19, 2008 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Earl L. Bass II (Nansemond), Arlene Milner (Upper Mattaponi), 
Mitchell Bush (Onondaga; Indian-at-Large), Helen Rountree.   
 
ABSENT: Chief Anne Richardson (Rappahannock). 
 
ATTENDING:  Lynette Allston (Chief, Nottoway Tribe of Virginia), Fred Bright 
(Nansemond), Allard A. Allston III, Jack Milner (Upper Mattaponi), Leroy Hardy, Jr. 
(Nottoway Tribe of Virginia), Archie Elliott, Jr. (Legal liaison, Nottoway Tribe of Virginia), 
William Wright (Nottoway Tribe of Virginia), Greg Two Hawks Stephenson (Nottoway Tribe 
of Virginia), Edwin Dukes (Nottoway Tribe of Virginia), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), and 
Herald (Pinky) Smith. 
 
Chairman Earl Bass called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M., and Nita Smith gave the 
invocation.  A sign-in sheet for non-committee members was passed around. 
 
The minutes of the committee’s November 2nd meeting were approved, after which all 
committee members signed copies of a Conflict-of-Interest/Confidentiality Statement.  One 
copy of each statement will go on file, with members each keeping the second copy of their 
own statement. 
 
The remaining criteria of the Nottoway Tribe of Virginia’s petition were then discussed, as to 
perceived strengths and weaknesses.  During this discussion, the petitioners protested Dr. 
Rountree’s taking the meeting minutes.  Assured that Chairman Bass had asked Dr. Rountree 
to take the minutes, the petitioners then presented a letter they had prepared to protest Dr. 
Rountree’s appointment to the committee by the VCI, based upon bias toward the group 
shown in an email dated March 17, 2004.  Dr. Rountree asked to see the email and was given 
a copy, which she then passed around the committee.  Dr. Rountree stated that her email was 
written to and about only one person, based on the limited information which that person had 
provided about himself at the time.  Chairman Bass then stated that the Nottoway Tribe of 
Virginia had not yet organized then; their charter of incorporation bears the date January 26, 
2006.  The petitioners asked that the letter presented to protest Dr. Rountree’s appointment to 
the committee be added to the minutes.  With Dr. Rountree’s permission, the email dated 
March 17, 2004 is to be attached to these minutes also.  After further discussion, the 
committee declined to ask for Dr. Rountree’s resignation, and the meeting continued. 
 
Although opinion varied, the committee reached a consensus that further submission of 
material is needed to satisfy criteria 1, 3 and 5, especially for the time period after 1880.  
Some of the many documents provided under criterion 4 need to be re-presented under the 
remaining criteria, so the committee is less likely to miss them this time.  And further material 
is needed beyond that to show that the various segments of the group did in fact keep in close 
touch, remaining a tribe. 
 
The time and place of the next recognition committee meeting will be announced. 



 



 



 


