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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
Karenne Wood Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

November 21, 2006

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian At Large), Ben Adams (Upper Mattaponi, Indian At Large), Sherry Munford (Sappony, Indian At Large), Reggie Tupponce Sr. (Upper Mattaponi, Indian At Large), Carole Nash (Citizen At Large), Harvey Morgan (Delegate), Deanna Beacham (Weapemeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent:  Mitchell Bush (Onondaga, Indian At Large), Chris Peace (Delegate), Donald McEachin (Delegate), Ryan McDougle (Senator)

Attendees:  Chief Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy), Pinky Smith (Cherokee/Nansemond), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Kenneth Munford, Archie Elliott (Nottoway of VA), William Wright (Nottoway of VA), Leroy Hardy (Nottoway of VA), Lynette Allston (Nottoway of VA), Allard Allston, Joshua Hardy (Nottoway of VA), Jack Kotvas, Helen Rountree, Stephanie Brown (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Teressa Baxter (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Charles Baxter (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Ellis Wright (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Courtney Boone (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Brittany Boone (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Charleen Suter (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), Walt Brown (Cheroenhaka Nottoway), David Brown (Cheroenhaka Nottoway)
Call to Order:

1. The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 PM, and the commencement prayer was given by Chief Gene Adkins of the Chickahominy Eastern Division.

Administrative Business:


1.   Following introductions, the first order of business was the approval of the minutes from October 17, 2006.  A minor correction was made, and after a motion by Reggie Tupponce and a second by Paige Archer, the minutes were unanimously approved.

      2.   Next the Chair shared with the Council members a letter to be sent in response to Walt Brown of the Cheroenhaka Nottoway group, in response to a telephone call he had made to the VCI office.  Mr. Brown had complained that the Chair's April letter of response to his group's letter of intent to petition had stated that a copy of the criteria document, under revision at that time, would be sent when it was completed. However, this was not done. The Chair's letter stated her apology that this administrative courtesy had been overlooked, but that the document was a public document that had been put on the VCI's website upon its ratification in May, so that it had been available since that time. Council member suggested that the letter also mention that the criteria had been listed with the Virginia Registrar as a public document.  The Council agreed by consensus to approve the letter.


3.   Next the Council's attention was drawn a notice from the Secretary of the Commonwealth regarding financial disclosure forms, with the reminder that these were due in by January 16, 2007.


4.   The Chair then announced the nominations for the ad hoc committee to consider the petition for state recognition from the Nottoway Tribe of Virginia. The members will be Reggie Tupponce (Chair), Paige Archer, Frank Richardson, Powhatan Red-Cloud Owen, and Delegate Chris Peace. Council member Frank Adams made a motion to ratify these nominations, which was seconded by Reggie Stewart, and the motion passed unanimously. The committee members were asked to obtain their petition copies from the VCI office as soon as possible.  The Chair stated that she hoped the committee would call upon the expertise of Dr. Helen Rountree and Council member Mitchell Bush in considering the petition.
Old Business:


1.   The VCI monthly budget report was included in each member's packet.
      2.
As Virginia Indian Heritage Trail project director, Karenne then gave a brief report on the status of the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail and the Virginia Indian Heritage Program.  A copy of a project report on the Trail was included in each member's packet.  Regarding the Heritage Trail, a graphics designer has been contracted to work on the booklet.  The information on the sites has been prepared and submitted, and work is now progressing on the booklet material.  The booklet is expected to be available by the spring of 2007.  A print run of at least 30,000 copies is anticipated.  Plans are also underway for a teacher's seminar to be held in the summer of 2007.


The Secretary of Natural Resources has submitted a budget request for $250,000 to fund the Virginia Indian Heritage Program, administered by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities as part of the Governor's budget.  Delegate Peace has indicated his willingness to submit a backup budget amendment if it is necessary.


3.
The next item on the agenda was funding the January 2007 Tribal Leaders' Summit.  The VCI has funded this biannual meeting of the Virginia chiefs and the leaders of intertribal organizations since January 2004. The Chair estimated the cost of the Summit at approximately $3500.  There was considerable discussion among the members as to the worth of the meeting, and whether the format should be changed. It was pointed out that many tribal leaders state they like the Summit the way it is.  The question was raised as to whether it was appropriate for the Council to provide funding for a private or tribal meeting. This question was put to the VCI Counsel, Jack Kotvas, who was of the opinion that it was appropriate because one of the Council's duties was to advocate for education.  Council member Juanita Smith moved to support the Summit with the cost not to exceed $3500, and Frank Adams seconded the motion.  The motion passed 9-2 with the vote as follows:  Smith - Aye, F. Adams - Aye, Morgan - Aye, R. Stewart - Aye, G. Stewart - Aye, B. Adams - Aye, Archer - Aye, Munford - Nay, Nash - Aye, Richardson - Aye, Tupponce - Nay.


4.   The Chair then initiated a discussion on a draft communications policy which the Chair had put together, and which had been distributed to Council members the previous day via email.  The policy covers communications procedures for the Chair, the Council members and the Program Specialist.  There was considerable discussion regarding the draft, with several members providing feedback.  Council member Tupponce suggested that there had not been enough time to thoroughly review the document and discuss it with their tribes, and asked that further discussion on the document be tabled until the next meeting.  The Council agreed to this.  The Chair agreed to redraft the document taking into consideration the comments made at the meeting and other comments from members that were communicated in the interim.

      5.  Council member Frank Richardson gave a report on the progress of the ad-hoc Bylaws subcommittee, which had met prior to this business meeting from 5:00 to 6:00 PM.  He said the meeting was attended by members Archer, Tupponce and himself as well as counsel Jack Kotvas. The subcommittee is considering the code language and bylaws of other advisory boards. They have received input from several people and welcome additional input.  A meeting of the subcommittee will be scheduled in December in Richmond and will be posted when it is scheduled.


New Business:

      1.  A letter from the US Census Bureau asking the Governor to appoint a liaison with the Virginia Indian tribes for the 2010 Census was included in the members' packets, along with the reply from Secretary of Natural Resources Preston Bryant.

      2.  An additional item of new business was initiated by Council member Munford with a query regarding the status of a report on the Standards of Learning revisiting process.  The Chair responded that the report of the meeting, held in October 2006 with the Secretary of Education's office at the request of the Chief of Staff, would be circulated to the tribal leaders and VCI members in the near future.  She also said that a meeting of the Virginia Indian Nations Summit on Higher Education committee was being planned for March of 2007 in Charlottesville.  


Announcements:

      1.   The next business meeting will be January 16, 2007 at 6:00 PM in room 7 West of the GAB.  

2.    The Pamunkey and Mattaponi Tax Tribute ceremony will take place Wednesday, November 22 at 9:15 AM in front of the Governor's Mansion.

3.    The Mariners' Museum in Newport News has invited VCI members and tribal leaders to a program and reception on November 29, 2006 in honor of the release of a reproduction of the 1590 edition of Harriot/DeBry's A briefe and true report of the new found land of Virginia.

4.     The VITAL Christmas dinner is Sunday, December 3.

5.    The Rappahannock are having a Christmas dance on Saturday, December 9 at their tribal center.  A copy of the flyer is in the members' packets

6.    The Upper Mattaponi Christmas dinner is Sunday, December 10, 2:00 PM at Indian View Church in King William.  Bringing a covered dish is optional, but always appreciated.

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 PM.  It was to be immediately followed by a meeting of the VCI Conference planning sub-committee.
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