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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
Karenne Wood Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

August 15, 2006

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Mitchell Bush (Onondaga, Indian At Large), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian At Large), Ben Adams (Upper Mattaponi, Indian At Large), Sherry Munford (Sappony, Indian At Large), Reggie Tupponce Sr. (Upper Mattaponi, Indian At Large), Carole Nash (Citizen At Large), Chris Peace (Delegate), Deanna Beacham (Weapemeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent:  Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Donald McEachin (Delegate), Harvey Morgan (Delegate), Ryan McDougle (Senator)

Attending:  Chief Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy), Chief Ken Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Gerri Reynolds (Rappahannock), Pinky Smith (Cherokee/Nansemond), Leroy Hardy (Nottoway of Virginia), Archie Wright (Nottoway of Virginia), William Wright (Nottaway of Virginia), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Kenny Munford, Dickie King, Brian Turner, Jack Kotvas (Attorney General’s Office).

Call to Order:

1. The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 PM, and the invocation was given by Chief Gene Adkins.

Administrative Business:

      1.    The Chair first welcomed new members of the Virginia Council on Indians: Ben Adams, Carole Nash, Sherry Munford and Reggie Tupponce Sr., after which members and other attendees were asked to introduce themselves.


2.   The next order of business was the approval of the minutes from June 20, 2006.  Following a motion by Frank Adams and a second by Gerald Stewart, the minutes were unanimously approved.

Old Business:


1.    The first item of old business concerned the video produced by the Henrico County Public Relations department entitled Culture and Pride: Native American History in Virginia.

At the previous meeting, after concerns about the video had been expressed, the VCI decided to invite the producer of the video attend the August meeting to talk about the video, as few of the Council members had seen it.  A letter was sent by the chair to invite the producer to attend our meeting, to which the executive producer, also the director of the public relations department, responded, saying it would not be appropriate for the producer to attend, but that she would be happy to send copies for the members, and to talk about the video.  A response was then sent asking the executive producer to attend the next meeting, to which she replied declining to attend.  She did send copies of the video to the VCI office, and they were distributed to members (new members and legislative members had not yet received them, but additional copies have since been distributed).  There was a brief discussion regarding the nature of concerns expressed, including the lack of representation of the Virginia Indian communities in that that no views of tribal leaders were included, with only non-Indians explaining Virginia Indian history.  Protocol was not followed in that tribal leaders were not notified about the video being made, historical footage that the tribes were not aware of was used, and footage of powwow dancers was used without their permission being requested or releases being obtained.  Much of the powwow footage was of a commercial powwow run by a North Carolina Native. After some discussion, it was decided by general consensus that the Chair would write a letter to Henrico County briefly outlining the concerns and inviting the county to involve the VCI and the tribes initially in projects regarding Virginia Indians, including an invitation to chronicle the November 2007 event at Jamestown Settlement.  It was also agreed that the Chair would write an educational letter about working with the tribes and the VCI to be sent to the public relations departments of local counties and cities and the Virginia Tourism Corporation. Chris Peace volunteered to gather the email addresses for local communities.

2.
The next item of business was a report from Chief Ken Adams of the Upper Mattaponi, who is also the events coordinator for the Virginia Indian Jamestown 2007 signature events, on the current status of event plans. Chief Adams enumerated the representatives from all eight of the state-recognized tribes on the Virginia Indian Advisory Committee to Jamestown 2007. They are: Chief Gene Adkins of the Eastern Chickahominy, Kevin Brown and Warren Cook from the Pamunkey, Dean Branham and Karenne Wood from the Monacan, Mark Custalow from the Mattaponi, Reginald Stewart from the Chickahominy, Keith Smith of the Nansemond, Joan Faulkner of the Upper Mattaponi, and Frank Richardson of the Rappahannock.  The schedule for the upcoming October event is as follows: on Thursday, October 5 there will be a series of panels.  The first on Indian Law will be moderated by Chief Steve Adkins and will include Dean Smolla of the University of Richmond, Darrell Jordan, a Mattaponi lawyer, and President Gene Nichol of the College of William and Mary. The second on Law and Policy will be moderated by Chief Anne Richardson, and will include Martin Tilden of the Native American Rights Foundation, and Dave Wilkins. The third session, moderated by Assistant Chief Warren Cook, will include Deanna Frances, Maggie Hall, Jim Pepper Henry of the National Museum of the American Indian and Randy Turner of the Department of Historic Resources.  The sessions will be followed by a dinner at which the keynote speaker will be Tex Hall, former president of the National Congress of the American Indian.  Registration will be necessary, with payment required only for lunch and dinner, but not for the panels.  On Friday, October 6, the invited participants and registrants will take a 9 AM to 8 PM tour that will include the Mattaponi Reservation and Upper Mattaponi grounds, the Pamunkey Reservation, the Rappahannock tribal center and the Chickahominy tribal grounds, where there will be dancing.  On Saturday, October 7, there will be a bus leaving Williamsburg at 8:30 AM for the Monacan Nation’s Homecoming in Amherst County.  Registration will be available on the Jamestown 2007 website soon, and the VCI office will send out an email announcement when the registration is available.


3.
The next item of business was a report on the visit to Jamestown Settlement on July 29, which was attended by several tribal leaders and VCI members.  The meeting there involved planning for a Virginia Indian event to be held at Jamestown Settlement on the afternoon of November 4, 2007.  The meeting was followed by a tour of the new museum facility which is under construction.  At the meeting it was generally agreed that the format for the event should follow a similar format to what the tribal members did at the “Big Day Out” event in Kent, England. There would be dancing and demonstrations by a representative group of tribal members, followed by a seminar of tribal leaders. The specific details of the event will be decided by the tribes, and Grace Van Divender of Jamestown was going to follow up with the tribal leaders.  Chair Karenne Wood remarked that the museum exhibits, the contents of which are not yet available, did appear to include mention of the existing tribes and their survival past the 17th century focus of the museum, but that indications were that the language might not include as much of the Indian perspective of historical events as the Indian community would like to see.  It was also suggested that VCI members would be interested in seeing the rest of Jamestown Settlement, and that passes for VCI members had been available in the past.  The VCI office will check with Jamestown Settlement on the possibility of obtaining passes for the VCI membership.


4.    The last item of old business was a continuation of discussion of the VCI goals for 2006. The council members agreed that this discussion should be tabled until member Frank Richardson could be present for it.  The Chair called the members’ attention to a copy of the latest budget statement that the VCI office had received from the Department of Special Agency Support, which was included in all the members’ packets. The Chair asked that the members review this information and suggested that at the next meeting there could be a discussion of this information.  She said that member Frank Richardson had suggested that the budget be discussed every month, but in her opinion because it was so small and has few expenditures other than the Program Specialist’s salary and the VCI conference, discussing it quarterly might be more productive. It was agreed that Delegate Peace’s aide, Julie Cogsdale, who has considerable experience with state budgets, would be invited to come to the September meeting to explain what the budget items are.  It was also agreed that the monthly statements would be included in future packets and that an attempt would be made to obtain them from the Department of Special Agency Support in digital format so that they could be more easily distributed to the members.

      5.  In other old business, the Chair reported another agenda item suggested by Council member Richardson, which included monthly discussions of legislative issues, such as college and graduate education for the Virginia Indian tribal members at no cost to the student. The Chair had replied to him that a discussion of possible legislative initiatives would be timely at the September meeting, and other members agreed.  Delegate Peace reported that he intended to introduce a budget amendment in the next session on funding for the Virginia Indian Heritage Program, and hoped to get several co-sponsors for the amendment.  It was suggested and agreed that it would be appropriate to set up a planning meeting with Secretary Bryant to discuss legislative strategy for this funding, and the Program Specialist will do this.  The Chair also reported that the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities had invited all the tribal leaders to a meeting to revisit the goals and items of the Virginia Indian Heritage Program in early September.

New Business:

      1.   The first item of new business was a request from Joel Dunn of the Conservation Fund that the Virginia Council on Indians contribute public comment to the National Park Service on the feasibility study for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Water Trail.  A suggestion was made that the VCI send a version of the letter that Chair Karenne Wood had written in support of the Congressional bill for establishing the Trail, which included language pertinent to the education of the public on the Native Americans of the Chesapeake region.  A motion was made by Frank Adams and seconded by Juanita Smith that the Council send such a letter.  The motion passed unanimously.

      2.   The next item of new business was correspondence received by the Chair of the Council from Betty DeHardit of Gloucester County concerning her objection to the identification by the Commonwealth of Virginia of the Ripley's property as Werowocomoco.  This identification was presented in the application by the Werowocomoco Research Group to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources for Werowocomoco to be listed in the Virginia Historic Landmark and National Historic Registry.  The DeHardits maintain that Werowocomoco is elsewhere in Gloucester County.  Mrs. DeHardit included a booklet of information in support of her disagreement with the application, and stated that the Virginia Indian tribes were being used for the benefit of private individuals.  The Chair said she had reviewed the booklet and found the evidence included in it unconvincing.  She suggested that a response to Mrs. DeHardit be made pointing out that this appeared to be a dispute between private property owners in which the Virginia Council on Indians would not take a position.  Council member Reggie Tupponce Sr. stated that he was the Upper Mattaponi representative to the Virginia Indian Advisory Board for Werowocomoco and had been since the Board was founded by the chiefs and the research group in 2003.  He said that he took exception to the idea that the Virginia Indians were being used.  He stated that the Virginia Indian tribes had been included in the research planning for Werowocomoco from the beginning and that the Board took an active role in what was done at the research site.  The Council agreed by general consensus that the Chair should respond to Mrs. DeHardit in accord with the Chair's suggestion and Mr. Tupponce's information.

       3.   The Chair next asked the Council to review a document that she and the Program Specialist had been drafting containing suggestions for reporters writing on the subject of Virginia Indians, and contribute their additions and changes.  The draft document contained notes on various errors found in newspaper articles and similar content about Virginia Indians and their history.  Council member Frank Adams suggested that in its draft form the document had too negative a tone, and ought to be couched in more positive terms before being sent to reporters.  The Chair suggested that Council members discuss the items with their tribes and return their suggestions, additions and substitutions, so that an amended draft could be presented at the September meeting.  The Program Specialist will send out a digital copy of the draft in email and ask to receive responses in time to compile a draft to vote on at the September meeting.

Announcements:

      1.   The next business meeting will be September 19, 2006 at 6:00 PM in room 7 West of the GAB.  

      2.   The Department of Conservation and Recreation has supplied complimentary copies of their soon-to-be-announced map of the Water Trail and Auto Tour of "John Smith's Adventures on the James River" to the members of the VCI.  Copies were also mailed to the tribal leaders.

      3.   The Nansemond Tribal powwow will be August 19-20 at Lone Star Lakes Park, Chuckatuck, in Suffolk.

      4.   The Chickahominy 55th Annual powwow will be September 23-24, 2006 at the tribal grounds in Charles City County.

      5.    Looking ahead: October 5-7, J2007 signature event: 400 Years of Survival: Virginia Indian Symposium.

      6.    Karenne Wood reminded everyone of the Riverbend Festival at Riverbend Park near Great Falls on September 9.  She is doing a presentation, as are several other representatives from Virginia Indian tribes, including the Rappahannock dancers and Pamunkey Joyce Krigsvold demonstrating pottery. Reggie Tupponce's Of the Earth business will be a vendor.

      7.   Mitchell Bush reported that the Patawomeck would be participating on Saturday, August 19, when the Godspeed landed at Stafford County.
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