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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.
Karenne Wood

Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

September 20, 2005

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Buck Woodard (Muskogee Creek, Indian At Large), Mitchell Bush (Onondaga, Indian at Large), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian At Large), Danielle Moretti-Langholtz (Citizen At Large), Deanna Beacham (Weapemeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent: Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Dante Desiderio (Sappony, Indian at Large), Sonya Lawrence (NC Nottaway, Indian at Large), Ryan McDougle (Delegate), Floyd Miles (Delegate), Allen Louderback (Delegate), Bill Bolling (Senator)

Attending:  Chief Ken Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Asst. Chief Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Felice Hancock, Anne Garland, Amy Ritchie, Stacey Hood, Alta Cassaday, Jack Kotvas

Administrative Business:

1.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 PM, and the invocation was given by Chief Ken Adams.

2.  The minutes for the July 12, 2005 meeting were approved with the motion being made by Paige Archer and seconded by Gerald Stewart.

New Business:

1.   Chief Ken Adams spoke on his interest in an effort on the part of the VCI to approach Virginia law schools and the Virginia Bar about including courses on Indian law in their curriculae.  He stated that there were many attorneys in the DC area who have studied Indian law who could possibly be visiting professors. There are currently no law schools in this part of the country that teach Indian law. A general discussion about this idea followed, with several constructive suggestions being made by Council members.  Jack Kotvas of the Office of the Attorney General, who went to the University of Richmond, offered his assistance as a resource.  He stated that Virginia had several law schools who each set their own curriculum, with the necessity of teaching what is required on the Bar exam, part of which is national and part of which is from Virginia. The Virginia State Bar is the licensing authority for lawyers in Virginia. He said it would not be necessary for a law school to get approval from the Bar in order to add courses to its curriculum, so it would be very appropriate for the Indian community to approach a law school with this idea. He offered to help set up a meeting with Dean Smolla of the University of Richmond.

2.    Next on the agenda was Felice Hancock, Educational Facilitator and Public Archaeologist for the Isle of Wight County Museum Foundation, who read a letter, included in the members’ packets, about the foundation’s wish to hold an historic event in November 2006 on the grounds of Boykins Tavern. This event would be a reenactment/commemoration of the annual Public Trade Days held at the Isle of Wight county courthouse in the 17th century during which the Indian tribes would come and bring commodities to sell to the English settlers. The foundation plans to make a grant request of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities to help fund this event, which would be free and open to the public. They envision educational demonstrations and displays, authentic crafts, historic camp set-ups, public archaeology and outreach to Virginia’s Indians.  The foundation is mailing their letter of introduction about the event to the chiefs of the eight state-recognized tribes. They will keep VCI council members informed via the VCI office.  The suggestion was made that the grant contain a line item to fund authentic clothing for Native re-enactors, because very few Virginia Indians had it, whereas most Colonial reenactors did.  The idea met with favorable comment on the part of the Council.

3.    The chair then brought up concerns expressed by Mr. Walt Brown, with whom the Council has corresponded in the past, about more recent correspondence from him.  She stated that the Council has typically tried to handle queries from groups that appear to be interested in state recognition with privacy, but that this case appears to be one that should be discussed with the Council members. Recently Mr. Brown contacted state Senator Louise Lucas, requesting that she ask the governor to proclaim the Cheroenhaka Nottaway organization a state-recognized tribe. Senator Lucas forwarded this letter to Chief of Staff Bill Leighty, who then asked the VCI office to send a reply to Mr. Brown.  At Mr. Leighty’s request, the chair responded to Mr. Brown explaining that there was already a procedure for groups who wished to pursue recognition by the Commonwealth, and that no non-reservated group had ever been acknowledged as a tribe without this review process. Mr. Brown also contacted Council member Buck Woodard, who was unaware of the letter exchange, asking for his help, whereupon Mr. Woodard corresponded with Mr. Leighty on the subject.  Mr. Brown responded to the Chair objecting to the fact that it was not sent to him as chief of a tribe.  He stated in his letter that the group had always stated to the VCI that it already had a “recognized relationship with the Commonwealth.”  Copies of Mr. Brown’s letter to Senator Lucas, her letter to Chief of Staff Leighty, the Chair’s letter to Mr. Brown, and his response, were all distributed to Council members. Mr. Brown’s past correspondence and additional paperwork that has been included with Mr. Brown’s correspondence is available to Council members at the VCI office.  


Mr. Woodard then stated that he had advised Mr. Brown to more clearly outline his objectives in his correspondence, as it was sometimes difficult to determine was he was requesting.  He then outlined his own correspondence with Mr. Leighty.  He said that after receiving a copy of Mr. Brown’s packet of correspondence from him, he also asked him to send the same information to a tribal representative Council member and to Council member Danielle Moretti-Langholtz. Mr. Woodard stated that it appears that Mr. Brown is not asking for tribal recognition for the Cheroenhaka Nottaway group, but instead is arguing that his group already has a continuing relationship with the Commonwealth as a tribe and that he wants the Council to endorse his request for a proclamation from the Governor regarding this relationship. Mr. Woodard said he is aware that the Council cannot do this if the group has not gone through the designated review procedure with documentation, and that there is no procedure for the Council to follow if the group is not petitioning for recognition as a tribe to entertain other requests regarding a group’s self-declared relationship with the state.  Danielle Moretti-Langholtz stated that she thought the Council members should have been informed before the Chair sent a reply to Mr. Brown, and that she had told Mr. Brown that she would say that to the Council.  


There was a general discussion with opinions expressed on the best way to proceed in the future in responding to this type of correspondence. The Chair stated that no answer had been made to Mr. Brown’s most recent letter to her. Mr. Kotvas noted that Mr. Brown had come before the Council in 2003 with a request of a similar nature, and he recommended that the Chair respond to Mr. Brown’s current correspondence with similar language, stating that there was only one procedure for state recognition. The discussion continued with several Council members expressing suggestions on procedures to be followed when the Council Chair is asked to respond to correspondence that appears to be related to a particular group’s relationship with the Commonwealth.  It was generally agreed that it would be best in the future to share information about similar correspondence with Council members before responding.  It was suggested that it might be advisable to first ask the correspondent if that was acceptable to him.


A sidebar discussion also ensued on how it was difficult for persons interested in Virginia Indian concerns to know which events or projects were VCI and which were being handled by other organizations such as VITAL, or the tribal leaders. This led to a suggestion by Buck Woodard that the planning session that was held last October by VCI members be revisited to help facilitate communication as well as address some of the ideas that had been suggested at last year’s session which had never come to fruition and start discussing the next VCI conference. This idea met with general agreement, and a planning session was scheduled for October 29 at the Holiday Inn Central by consensus of the Council members.  The Chair agreed to investigate available dates for the VCI conference in March, and council members were asked to consider what other topics they wanted to discuss at the planning session.  It was also agreed that the email addresses of VCI members should be redistributed to the members.

Old Business:

1.   Frank Richardson and Reggie Stewart gave an update on the activities of the Jamestown 2007 Indan Advisory Committee since July.  This committee is made up of tribal members who  advise the Jamestown 2007 organization; it is not affiliated with the VCI.  They interviewed candidates for the events coordinator contractor and selected Dee Alexander, who currently lives in Maryland.  The committee expects to meet again on October 30.  Expected dates for events are July or August 2007 for the Intertribal Festival, the National Teach-In November 2006, and the Indian Symposium September 2006 (date indefinite at present).  The Hampton Coliseum is being considered for the Intertribal Festival. Also Joanne Shenandoah is coming to perform for the Arts Festival in July 2006.  Chair Karenne Wood told the group that she had resigned from her part-time position of visiting specialist with Jamestown 2007, but she is still active with the Indian Advisory Committee.

2.   Karenne then gave a brief update on the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail.  Research work on potential trail sites, which is being funded by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities grant, began over the summer and is continuing. Deanna reported that introductory letters had been sent to 20 sites, 14 had been contacted, yielding 8 site visits and 6 completed reports to date. This is a bit behind the projected schedule, mostly because the research consultants and project director have other commitments, but good partnerships with sites are being built.  Karenne also reported that discussions have been ongoing with the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities about expanding the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail concept into the Virginia Indian Heritage Program.  

This program would include, in addition to the Trail, support for the Summit on Higher Education, tribal leadership meetings, summer institutes for teachers on Virginia Indians and their history, and possibly future grants for tribes for producing educational materials. A mutual visit was then made to Secretary of Natural Resources Tayloe Murphy, who agreed to ask the governor’s upcoming budget for full funding for this program, which would then be administered by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities. The VCI has learned that large scale programs such as this cannot be handled efficiently by the VCI office because there is no accounting support to do this, whereas the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities is already set up for this, and in fact already handles the African American Heritage Program.

3.   Deanna gave a brief update on the Highway Marker Diversity Program.  On September 14, the Board of Historic Resources approved 6 markers on Native American topics, five of which were funded by the Department of Historic Resources and one by the College of William and Mary.  Copies of the marker texts were included in the members’ packets and were also sent out via email.  Meetings of the Virginia Indian Diversity marker committee are ongoing, with five more markers to be funded by the VDHR and possibly others funded by other institutions.  Karenne is also working with a group in Albemarle County that plans to fund additional markers about the Monacan tribe in the future.

4.   Mitchell reported that a group from the GIIC held their annual meeting in the DC area in August, but he was unable to attend because of a previous commitment covering the NMAI powwow.  The group met at an Indian-owned hotel in DC, but Mitchell was unable to get an updated agenda with their schedule.  There is another meeting in December in Denver, and Mitchell expects to attend as he is still on their board.

Announcements

1.    The next VCI business meeting is scheduled for October 18, 6:00 PM in room 7 West, GAB.

2.  Chief Steve Adkins of the Chickahominy has been appointed to serve on the Virginia Economic Development Partnership.

3.    Appointed as of July 1, 2005 to the Governor's Commission on Community and National Service is VCI member W. Frank Adams, Upper Mattaponi.

4.    Included in members' packets is an article that appeared in the February 2005 edition of the Virginia Farm Bureau News, that references early Virginia Indian agriculture.  The Farm Bureau is considering a follow up on this topic for a future article or their Down Home Virginia cable TV program.

5.  The 54th Annual Chickahominy Fall Festival is September 24-25, 2005.  A press release is included in the members' packets.

6.  Karenne Wood is participating a poetry reading at the National Museum of the American Indian on September 24, 2005 at 3 PM.  Further information is in the member’s packets.

7.  The Monacan Homecoming will take place on October 1, 2005, 10 AM to 4 PM at the Monacan tribal grounds on Bear Mountain.

8.  The 7th Annual Rappahannock powwow will be held October 8, 2005, 10 AM to 5 PM at the Rappahannock tribal grounds in Indian Neck, King and Queen County.

9.  Yard sale/food sale at the Chickahominy Tribal Grounds, October 15, 2005, starting 7 AM, in support of federal recognition.  Donations (preferably priced) and baked goods may be dropped off the prior Thursday and Friday. 

10.  Information about grants is available from Jacqueline Kotvas in Senator Allen’s office, and will be distributed via email to Council members and tribal leaders.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM.
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