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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.
Karenne Wood

Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

May 17, 2005

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Mitchell Bush (Onondaga, Indian at Large), Buck Woodard (Muskogee Creek, Indian At Large), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian At Large), Deanna Beacham (Weapomeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent: Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Dante Desiderio (Sappony, Indian at Large), Sonya Lawrence (NC Nottaway, Indian at Large), Danielle Moretti-Langholtz (Citizen At Large), Ryan McDougle (Delegate), Floyd Miles (Delegate), Allen Louderback (Delegate), Bill Bolling (Senator)

Attending:  Asst. Chief Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy), Pinky Smith (Cherokee/Nansemond), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Cory Black Eagle (Hunkpapa Lakota), Oscar Palmer (Saponi), Barry Carter (Saponi), Mary Chamberlain

Administrative Business:

1.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 PM, and the invocation was given by Gene Adkins.

2.  The minutes for the April 19, 2005 meeting were approved as corrected for a misspelling, with the motion being made by Frank Adams and seconded by Gerald Stewart.

3.  It was agreed that due to scheduling concerns and the lack of agenda items, there was no need for a meeting in June.  The date of the next business meeting of the VCI was set for July 12, 2005.  This was a change from the previously scheduled date of July 19.  It was agreed that the meetings would convene at 6:30 PM for the duration of the summer months.

New Business:

None.

Old Business:

1.  The first item of old business was a report from the Jamestown 2007 Tribal Advisory Group.  This ad hoc group was formed at the request of the chiefs to deal with Virginia Indian signature events for Jamestown 2007.  The chiefs preferred a group of appointed tribal representatives to be working on this project rather than the VCI.  Members of the group include Reggie Stewart - Chickahominy, Gene Adkins - Eastern Chickahominy, Warren Cook and Kevin Brown - Pamunkey, Mark Custalow - Mattaponi, Frank Richardson - Rappahannock, Keith Smith - Nansemond, Dean Branham - Monacan, Joan Faulkner - Upper Mattaponi. Karenne Wood is the VCI liaison. The first meeting of the J2007 Advisory Group convened April 29.  The group reviewed the items presented at the VCI's annual conference.  The Virginia Arts Festival is interested in scheduling a major Native music festival in May 2006 and asked for input, so the group collaborated on a list of suggestions based on appeal to a Virginia family audience. There was further discussion on the teach-in scheduled for the fall of 2006, and Ken Ashby, who is producing that event, has agreed the tribal leaders should be involved.  William and Mary has offered to host the Tribal Leaders' Symposium and a meeting with W&M has been scheduled for July to discuss that further. Plans were made for the Advisory Group to develop a business proposal for the Intertribal Festival, and to hire a signature events coordinator for planning that event. A job description has been developed and will be posted by next week, with applications due early in June.  Funding for the consultant position will be provided as a grant by Jamestown 2007, with the VCI acting as distributor of the funds, but the position itself will report to the Advisory Group, not to the VCI or Jamestown 2007.  Frank has talked to the new Hampton Convention Center, and the dates of July 6-8, 2007 are being discussed for the Festival.  It was pointed out that funds for the Festival have not yet been secured, as Jamestown 2007 is behind in fund-raising.  The advisory group agreed to meet monthly with the next meeting scheduled for May 27 at Upper Mattaponi.

2.  Next was a report on the Virginia Indian Nations Summit on Higher Education meeting, which took place on April 30.  The group was reminded that Betsy Barton's DOE webpage on Virginia Indians is up and running and VINSHE members and VCI members are encouraged to visit the website and submit corrections and suggestions to Betsy.  Gerry Reynolds and Karenne Wood will schedule a meeting with the appropriate person at DOE to discuss Indian participation in the development of the SOL's.  The group discussed setting up a Tribal Speakers' Bureau which each tribe would administer.  The committee is working on developing a script to make available to speakers with an outline of topics to cover when making presentations to school and adult audiences. This would include a summary section for each of the Virginia tribes. The construction of three ring binders for potential speakers was suggested.  The committee is also working on content for a summer institute for teachers on Virginia Indians. The next meeting of the group was scheduled for May 28 at Upper Mattaponi.

3.  Mitchell Bush gave a report on the Governor's Interstate Intertribal Council convention, which had been scheduled for August 12-14 in northern Virginia.  Michelle Dansford, a professional planner, was working on finding a site.  Suzanne Almalel's successor at the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs is supposed to be helping with the administration.  Mitchell is working on a plan to get tote bags and t-shirts for the convention, and is thinking about getting vendors to pay a fee to set up so as to finance this.  They are still working on plans to have the group visit the Virginia tribes. Karenne suggested that the members might want to visit the NMAI's CRC in Suitland, Maryland.

4.  Buck Woodard reported on the recruitment effort for the Governor's Commission on Community and National Service. Virginia Indian candidates are requested to apply, as the commission strives to have a diverse membership.  Appointments are for a year. Buck has held a position on this Commission for the last year, but is not seeking reappointment due to his own schedule. The group oversees the distribution of various grant programs, including reviewing grant applications. The Commission has four business meetings a year.  Buck recommended that tribal members who were interested in keeping the Virginia Indian tribal organizations apprised of available funding or in making contacts with state agencies and non-profit organizations might wish to apply for appointments on the Commission.

5.  Karenne Wood reported that representatives from Kent County in England had issued an invitation to the chiefs of the eight state-recognized tribes of Virginia to visit their county in the summer of 2006.  Several chiefs and Karenne met with the representatives on the occasion of the VITAL powwow.  A future meeting between the representatives and the chiefs is planned; Chief Atkins of the Chickahominy is coordinating.  

6.  There was a brief discussion regarding what was known about the "New World" movie which is due for release in November 2006.  Karenne was contacted by Jamestown 2007 asking whether the Virginia Indians would be interested in hosting the movie's premiere. Her response was that no one had any knowledge of the content of the film, so this was impossible to answer.  Her corresponding suggestion was that the film be screened in Virginia, with the members of the Virginia Indian community invited to view it.  This suggestion was shared with Jamestown 2007, New Line Cinema, and the Virginia Tourism Corporation, but there has been no response.

7.  A calendar of upcoming events was included in members' packets, and all members are encouraged to let the VCI know about tribal and intertribal events by providing an announcement or flyer (.doc or .pdf file format) that can be distributed via email. 

8.  Karenne gave a brief update on member implementation of ideas discussed at last October's retreat session.  The phone tree idea for sharing information has yet to be done.  Reggie is working on the website calendar concept.  Nothing further has been done by members on the idea of a VCI display to set up at powwows.  Karenne still wants to work on a brochure on the Virginia tribes.  Reggie offered to share the example of the Chickahominy brochure recently developed.  Some working groups, such as the board for the Jamestown events, have been established.  Buck found little interest in further VCI work on health issues, but individual tribes are working on their own efforts.  Per Buck, Danielle was still researching funding for updating and distributing the "In Our Own Words" CD.  Karenne had discussed the formation of an archaeology committee with the chiefs with a positive response, and it will be discussed again at the next tribal leadership summit.  Objectives on the VCI conference and Colonial Williamsburg were met.  No further work on fund-raising for scholarships has been done by members.  It was suggested the VCI members could get together when meetings were not taking place to further work on some of these ideas.

Announcements

1.    The next VCI business meeting will be July 12, 2005, at 6:30 PM in room 7 West in the General Assembly building. 

2.     Jamestown 2007 recruiting for several positions - info in members' packets or visit 

http://www.jamestown-yorktown.state.va.us/jobs.htm
3.    Monacan 13th Annual Powwow this weekend, May 21-22, 2005 at Elon, Virginia.

4.    Upper Mattaponi 18th Annual Powwow, May 28-29, 2005 at tribal grounds in King William, Virginia.

5.    Nansemond/Chesapeake City 9th Annual Powwow, June 4-5, 2005, in Chesapeake, VA.

6.    Piscataway 23rd Annual Powwow, June 4-5, 2005 in Waldorf, MD.

7.    Mattaponi 10th Annual Powwow, June 18, 2005 on the Mattaponi Reservation, King William, VA.

8.   American University WINS Summer Powwow, June 25, 2005, at American University, Washington, DC.

9.   Accohannock 2nd Annual Powwow and Festival, July 16-17, 2005 in Fruitland, MD.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.
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