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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.
Karenne Wood

Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

January 18, 2005

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Buck Woodard (Muskogee Creek, Indian At Large), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian At Large), Danielle Moretti-Langholtz (Citizen At Large), Allen Louderback (Delegate), Deanna Beacham (Weapomeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent: Dante Desiderio (Sappony, Indian at Large), Mitchell Bush (Onandaga, Indian at Large), Sonya Lawrence (NC Nottaway, Indian at Large), Ryan McDougle (Delegate), Floyd Miles (Delegate), Bill Bolling (Senator)

Attending:  Chief Ken Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Keith Smith (Nansemond), Pinky Smith (Cherokee/Nansemond), Travis Henline, Bill Weldon, Harvey Langholtz, Christine Lucero, Amy Ritchie, Ken Ashby, Faye Adams, Ken Jessup, Diane Entzminger, Dan McGuire

Administrative Business:

1.  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 PM, and the invocation was given by Chief Ken Adams.

2.  The minutes for the December 2, 2004 meeting were approved, with the motion being made by Frank Adams and seconded by Juanita Smith.

3.   To accommodate scheduling concerns, the business meetings for February, April and May will convene at 6:30 PM.  No business meeting is scheduled for March.  Meetings for the remainder of 2005 will take place in room 7 West of the General Assembly Building.

New Business:

1.  Betsy Barton, elementary history specialist from the Department of Education, presented a resource project for teachers on the subject of Virginia Indians.  She said that the infrastructure of the project, which is web-based, is near completion, but that the contents would continue to be a work in progress.  She wants the input of the Council members on the website.  Betsy shared a printout of the website contents, and explained how Council members could access the site for review.  The site is intended to include lesson plans and additional resource material for teachers to use in the classroom.

Betsy emphasized that the content of the site is not expected to be static. She will be the contact for adding, changing or updating information on the site.  She would like to get initial comments back from the Council members and tribal leaders by February 11, 2005, if possible.

Initial comments from the Council scanning the material were positive.  Council members also suggested that the Department of Education look for ways to share, via this website, the information on the interactive CD developed by the American Indian Resource Center in conjunction with the 8 tribes of Virginia.  The Council has asked in the past for financial assistance in distributing this material, because it has already been sanctioned by the Virginia tribes.  Chair Karenne Wood thanked the Department of Education for their initial work, and invited Betsy to join the Virginia Indian Summit on Higher Education on March 19 as they worked to develop the "Virginia Indians 101" curriculum for teaching material on past and present Virginia Indians.  Karenne also said that Governor Warner has asked for the SOL material on Virginia Indians to be corrected and enhanced, so the VCI and the tribes will be working on that effort as well.

2.  An updated draft version of the latest historic highway markers sent by the Department of Historic Resources for VCI review was included in the members' packets.  Preliminary information had been distributed via email and mail.  Responses are due by January 20 to Scott Arnold of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

Old Business:

1.  Travis Henline of Colonial Williamsburg gave the Council an update on the American Indian Initiative program.  In late October 2004 representatives of the Virginia tribes visited Colonial Williamsburg for a tour of their American Indian material and general discussion concerning ways to incorporate material on Indians into the interpretive content.  In November, CW held a symposium on Native American museum exhibits, with an introduction by VCI Chair Karenne Wood and Chief Anne Richardson of the Rappahannock and Chief Kenneth Branham of the Monacan as participants.  In December there were programs featuring Cherokee performers and a storyteller as well as a lecture by former Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma chief Wilma Mankiller. Travis also spoke of plans to continue having programs featuring tribes who had past interaction at Williamsburg when it was the capital of Virginia.

2.   Next was a brief report on the Tribal Leadership Summit.  Karenne had previously circulated a written report to the tribal leaders and Council members.  The major topic of discussion on Saturday morning was options for tribal participation in Jamestown 2007 signature events.  The next step on this is for the tribes to let Karenne know by February 20 the extent of their participation and in what events, and the names of their representatives appointed to the Jamestown 2007 advisory committee.  There will be a presentation at the VCI conference for all this information to be reviewed by the public.  The narratives and potential images for the Jamestown 2007 commemoration coins were also discussed.  Narratives on corn and the longhouse have been accepted and a third will be submitted on the importance of waterways to the Native cultures.

3.   A brief report on planning for the upcoming VCI conference followed.  The Friday night dinner will include service awards to members of the Virginia Indian community.  The entertainment is still being planned.  Saturday's sessions will include one on stereotypes given by Suzan Harjo, director of the Morningstar Institute, updates on the Indian organizations and the Jamestown 2007 update among others.  The keynote speaker has not been confirmed; we have been told that the Governor will not attend.  Members interested in working on the conference planning should let Karenne know right away.

4.   The Virginia Indian Heritage Trail project is moving ahead with tribal leadership approbation, and a budget amendment put into the General Assembly by Delegate Floyd Miles.

The plan submitted was for a three year project which would include research and consultation on prospective sites for the trail as well as the development of the trail and a database of information. APVA and Virginia Tourism have agreed to help with the trail project. A grant application was also made to the Virginia Foundation for Humanities to begin the research for the trail, as well as a "We The People" grant application to convene tribal leaders to begin planning for a Virginia Indian Heritage Program.

5.  In a further legislative update, the VCI bill has been submitted to the General Assembly to revise the language for the membership of the Council, leaving seats open for tribes who have not appointed representatives. The bill also changes the description of the duties of the Council so that it more accurately reflects the role and activities of the Council today.  Also, the funding of the VCI office was submitted by the Secretary of Natural Resources for inclusion in the Governor's budget recommendations. 

Announcements


1.    The next VCI business meeting will be February 15, 2005, at 6:30 PM in room 7 West in the General Assembly building.  (Note, this meeting was subsequently cancelled; the next business meeting of the VCI will be April 19, 2005 at 6:30 PM at the same location.)


2.     With Good Reason: Jamestown: The First Americans  (January 29-February 5)

At the time of the Jamestown Colony, Powhatan had forged a complexly organized paramount chiefdom on the coastal plain of Virginia that numbered approximately thirty tribes. Today's descendants of these tribes and their allies have strong opinions about the upcoming Jamestown quadricentennial. Chiefs Stephen Adkins (Chickahominy) and Kenneth Adams (Upper Mattaponi) discuss historical and present-day issues facing Virginia's Indians. Also: Chief Anne Richardson (Rappahannock) provides a personal perspective on the settlement story. And: Kathleen Joyce-Grendahl (CNU) will play and discuss the music of the Native American flute, used by the indigenous peoples of the Plains and Southwest.  For additional information, contact Amy at withgoodreason@virginia.edu, visit the website at 

www.withgoodreasonradio.org or call toll free 1-877-451-5098.


3.  March 4-5, 2005.  VCI's Eleventh Annual Conference on Indian Affairs.  Holiday Inn Central in Richmond.  Registration deadline for rooms at discount rate is February 4, 2005.  Pre-registration deadline is February 11, so please get your forms and checks in as soon as possible.  


4.  March 18-19, 2005.  Fifth Annual Virginia Indian Higher Education Summit. Sponsor this year is UVA. Potential kickoff with a Friday night panel sponsored by the UVA Native Student Association.


5.  In conjunction with the above, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and the VCI are co-sponsoring a panel discussion in the Festival of the Book at Charlottesville, Saturday, March 19 at noon in the City Council chambers, entitled Myth, Legend, History and Truth, with panel members Chief Steve Adkins, Paula Gunn Allen, Helen Rountree and Camilla Townsend.


6.  Keep the weekend of April 30-May 1, 2005 open on your calendar.  VITAL has plans for a powwow that weekend.  They want to have all eight Virginia tribes involved in the powwow.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.
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