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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Virginia Council on Indians

P. O. Box 1475, Richmond, VA 23218

W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.
Karenne Wood

Secretary of Natural Resources
Chair 

Virginia Council on Indians Meeting

July 20, 2004

Present:  Chair Karenne Wood (Monacan), Reggie Stewart (Chickahominy), Juanita Smith (Nansemond), Frank Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Frank Richardson (Rappahannock), Gerald Stewart (Eastern Chickahominy), Mitchell Bush (Onandaga, Indian at Large), Paige Archer (Meherrin, Indian at Large), Danielle Moretti-Langholtz (Citizen At Large), Reeva Tilley (Rappahannock, Advisor), Deanna Beacham (Weapemeoc, Council Program Specialist)

Absent: Dante Desiderio (Sappony, Indian at Large), Buck Woodard (Muskogee Creek, Indian At Large), Sonya Lawrence (NC Nottaway, Indian at Large), Floyd Mills (Delegate), Allen Louderback (Delegate), Ryan McDougle (Delegate), Bill Bolling (Senator)

Attending:  Chief Anne Richardson (Rappahannock), Edmond Adams (Upper Mattaponi), Roger Archer (Meherrin), Pinky Smith (Cherokee/Nansemond), Anne Adam (Shawnee), Gerald Epps (Sappony), Sandra McCready (Nansemond), Anedra Bourne (Piscataway), Bob Zimmerman, Travis Henline, Bill Weldon, Amy Ritchie, Christine Lucero, Anne Dale, Carolyn Berry

Prior to the calling of order of the meeting, Secretary of the Commonwealth Anita Rimler addressed the Council for the purpose of the swearing in of new members or those not previously sworn in.  She was assisted by Appointment Specialist Kate Hotze. The swearing-in ceremony was then conducted and all members present participated.

Administrative Business:

1.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Karenne Wood.  The invocation was given by Gerald Stewart.

2.  Karenne then welcomed new Indian at Large members Paige Archer and Mitchell Bush.  New member Sonya Lawrence was unable to attend.  

3.  Deanna announced that the State Capitol was going to be unavailable as a meeting site for several months due to major re-construction.  A new meeting site in the General Assembly Building would be found and would be announced before the next meeting.

4.  Karenne asked all members of the Council to review the section of the Code of Virginia that outlined the responsibilities and duties of the Council.  A copy was included in the members' packets.

5.  The minutes for the June 8, 2004 were approved, with the motion being made by Frank Adams and seconded by Paige Archer.

New Business:

1.  Travis Henline of Colonial Williamsburg made the first presentation. Travis came before the VCI primarily to introduce himself formally to the group.  He is now the coordinator for the American Indian Initiative at Colonial Williamsburg, which entertains 800,000 to 1,000,000 visitors a year.  Colonial Williamsburg wants to host tribal leaders and VCI members at a daylong event in October, to show their collections and give a general tour. The institution is also planning to put on a symposium on Indian museum interpretation in November. During the question and discussion session that followed, the day of the October event was determined to be Saturday, October 23, 2004.

2.  The next presenter was Bob Zimmerman, Regional Director from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  The HHS Department has a regular consultation process that they undertake with federally recognized tribes.  Mr. Zimmerman wishes to do similar consultations with the Virginia tribes on a regional basis.  They have been doing such consultation in Maryland, working with the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs.  Karenne suggested a possible meeting of tribal leaders where HHS staff can come to educate them on available initiatives.  Mr. Zimmerman also recommends the government site www.grants.gov, which is a searchable database of grants available from government sources.

3.   Next was Carolyn Berry, a writer who is planning a book about the Whispering Giants statues carved by artist Peter Toth, which are representations of indigenous people.  There are now 67 of these carvings in the U.S. and Canada, including one in Virginia Beach.  Ms. Berry also wants to include information on powwows, museums and Indian events in her book.

4.  Chair Karenne Wood then spoke on the proposed legislative changes for the Virginia Council on Indians to be introduced in the 2005 General Assembly.  She has met with Secretary of Natural Resources Tayloe Murphy regarding the timeline for submitting these changes.  One proposed change would be to the section on the powers and duties of the Council to more accurately reflect the current activities of the Council.  The other proposed change would be to increase the Council's budget so as to properly cover the expected expenses of the Council over the next few years.  In the ensuing discussion it was determined that due to the early deadline of submission of legislation for Cabinet bills, any comments from the Council members on the language changes or suggestions for additional legislative changes need to be returned to the Council within the next two weeks.  

Old Business:

1.  Update on the Tribal Leaders meeting: A draft version of Karenne's report on the tribal leaders' meeting on July 10 was included in members' packets.  The final version of the report will be circulated via email.  The meeting was well attended, although there was no representation from the Mattaponi, Pamunkey or Nansemond tribes.  A copy of the Virginia Council on Indians' interim report for the first half of 2004 was distributed to the chiefs at the meeting.  This report is included in the members' packets for their review.

2.  Update on the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail: The chiefs have agreed that the Virginia Council on Indians should proceed with plans for the development of the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail. Earlier in July Karenne and Deanna met with representatives of the Virginia Tourism Council and the Virginia Foundation for Humanities to begin discussions of the project. The Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities has also offered to partner on the project.  As the African American Heritage Trail, which was developed by VFH, was funded from the previous administration, the VCI intends to make a similar request of the current administration for funds for the Virginia Indian Heritage Trail.  The funds would be used for staffing for research and data compilation as well as for producing the final products.  Karenne distributed copies of a brochure from the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial called "A Guide to Visiting the Lands of Many Nations".

3.  Update on Jamestown 2007:  Karenne met with Amy Ritchie regarding the Indian community agreeing on a signature event for 2007.  The chiefs agreed at the July 10 meeting to move ahead with the idea of an Intertribal Cultural Festival.  This would not be a powwow but would include invited tribes from other parts of the country such as Alaska, Hawaii, and the Dakotas, showcasing their performance arts, cultures and histories.  The focus would be Jamestown and Beyond, with the overarching message being that so many types of Indian nations and cultures were still here. One suggested date for this event has been November 2006.  With this idea of a Virginia Indian signature event in mind, Karenne is planning another meeting with the Jamestown 2007 staff for the immediate future to determine next steps.

Karenne will also make a suggestion to the Jamestown 2007 staff that an American Indian (possibly Oren Lyons or another member of the Six Nations) be invited to participate in the Democracy Conference that is planned for Jamestown 2007.

4.  Update on Virginia Indian highway markers: The chiefs also are in agreement on the VCI preparing a comprehensive list of suggested state highway markers about Virginia Indians for submission to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  It was agreed that an invitation for contributing ideas concerning highway markers should be distributed to the entire Virginia Indian community in the near future.  VCI members are invited to submit their lists of suggestions for topics.

Announcements:

1.  The next business meeting of the VCI is scheduled for August 17 at 6 PM in the General Assembly Building, room to be announced.

2.   The AIS-DC 38th Annual powwow will be held in Mount Jackson, VA, August 14-15, 2004.  Mitchell will obtain a flyer to be circulated on the VCI email lists.

3.   The 17th Annual Nansemond Indian powwow will be held at Lone Star Lakes Lodge, Suffolk, VA, August 21-22, 2004

4.   Opening ceremonies for the National Museum of the American Indian will begin with a procession September 21, 2004.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8 PM.
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